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Policies for National Team Representation Selection  

St. Kitts and Nevis Aquatics Federation (SKNAF)  

1. Purpose and Scope  

These policies govern the selection of swimmers eligible to represent St. Kitts 

and Nevis (SKN) at regional and international competitions. Meeting qualifying 

standards makes an athlete eligible for consideration but does not guarantee 

selection.  

2. Eligibility Requirements  

2.1 Citizenship and Residency  

Athletes must be citizens of St. Kitts and Nevis. Where citizenship is not 

required by the competition, athletes must meet the residency or eligibility 

requirements of the specific event. Any resident athlete without SKN citizenship 

must have lived in St. Kitts and Nevis for a minimum of two (2) consecutive 

years prior to selection.  

2.2 Training and Participation  

Competitive swimmers aged 11 years and older must have trained a minimum of 

eight (8) hours per week, achieving at least 80% attendance, for the four (4) 

months preceding the event, and must have achieved the published qualifying 

standards during the qualification period.  

3. Qualifying Standards and General Selection Principles  
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Qualifying times are based on the most recent USA Swimming Motivational 

Time Standards using the two-year age format. All times must be achieved at 

approved competitions and supported by certified official results.  

Due to the absence of a regulation competition pool in St. Kitts and Nevis, 

athletes may achieve qualifying times at approved overseas competitions. 

SKNAF will publish guidance annually on acceptable meets and qualification 

pathways.  

3.1 National Championships 

The St. Kitts and Nevis Aquatics Federation shall host an annual National 

Championships within St. Kitts and Nevis. Where a permanent competition pool 

is unavailable, the Championships may be conducted using a 25-metre floating 

platform in-water pool. 

The National Championships shall serve as a primary domestic qualification 

opportunity for national team selection, athlete assessment, and performance 

benchmarking. 

Participation in the National Championships may be required for consideration 

for national team selection, unless the Selection Committee grants an exemption 

due to documented circumstances, including overseas training or competition 

schedules. 

 

4. Age Group Competitions  

OECS Championships  

Please be advised that USA Motivational Standards do not cover swimmers 19 

years and older. Qualifying standards for the OECS Championships for this age 

group will be set by the committee and communicated ahead of the event. 

8 & Under: No formal time standard. Selection based on most recent official 

competition results, technical competence, and consistent training attendance. 

Maximum of two (2) male and two (2) female swimmers.  

• 9–10 years: 1 × BB or 2 × B  

• 11–12 years: 1 × A or 2 × BB  
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• 13–14 years: 1 × A or 2 × BB  

• 15–17 years: 1 × A or 2 × BB  

• 18 & Over: 1 × B or 2 × BB  

CARIFTA Swimming Championships  

Ages 11–12 : 2 x AA time or 1 x AAA.  

Ages 13–14 : 2 x AA time or 1 x AAA.  

Ages 15–17 : 2 x AA time or 1x AAA.  

GOODWILL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP  

 

Swimmers eligible for the Goodwill Swimming Championship:  

 

1. Must be a Citizen or Bona fide Resident of St. Kitts and Nevis  

2. Must not have made the selection for CARIFTA or CCCAN, or a 

higher-level meet in the year of competition.  

3. Athletes in the 10 and under category do not need to meet a specific 

time standard. The selection will comprise the top four males and top 

four females in each age category (8 and under; 9-10).  

4. Athletes11-12 to 15-17: 1 x BB or 2 x B time.  
 

Where no swimmer achieves the stated standards, the Selection Committee may 

recommend participation based on performance trajectory and strategic 

representation goals, subject to Board approval.  

 

5. IOC / World Aquatics–Selected Competitions  

This category applies to major international competitions officially recognized 

by World Aquatics and/or the International Olympic Committee (IOC), 

including but not limited to the Olympic Games, World Aquatics 

Championships, Commonwealth Games, Pan American Games, and other 

approved IOC or World Aquatics multi-sport events.  

5.1 Qualification Standards  



Selection shall be based on World Aquatics qualifying standards applicable to 

each event, including A and B entry times where published. Universality or 

development slots shall be administered in accordance with World Aquatics 

regulations and are subject to Board approval.  

5.2 Selection Criteria  

Swimmers will be assessed primarily on best verified performances achieved 

during the qualification period. World Aquatics Points or other objective ranking 

tools may be used to compare athletes across events. Additional considerations 

may include consistency, progression, readiness, and competition regulations.  

5.3 Representation Requirements  

Athletes must have competed in at least one sanctioned competition within St. 

Kitts and Nevis in the preceding twelve (12) months and must have represented 

SKN in at least two (2) regional or international competitions within the last five 

(5) years, unless otherwise approved by the Board.  

6. Qualification Periods  

CARIFTA: April 1 of the previous year to February 28 of the competition year. 

OECS: March 1 to August 31 of the competition year. 

All other events: Within twelve (12) months of the selection date. Where 

applicable, the National Championships shall fall within the qualification period 

for regional and international competitions. 

7. Verification of Results  

All qualifying times must be supported by certified official results. Overseas 

based athletes must submit verified results from recognized governing bodies 

within thirty (30) days of the competition.  

8. Participation Requirements  

Except for OECS, swimmers seeking national selection must have competed in 

at least one approved regional or international competition within the preceding 

twelve (12) months. The National Championships shall be considered an 

approved domestic qualifying competition. SKNAF reserves the right to approve 

equivalent competitions.  



9. Foreign Based Athletes 
Foreign based athletes may be considered provided they are bona fide citizens of 

St. Kitts and Nevis and demonstrate consistent training and competition 

readiness.  

 

 

10. Final Authority  

All Selection Committee decisions are recommendations to the SKNAF Board, 

which retains final approval authority on all matters. No exceptions to minimum 

qualifying standards shall be made unless unanimously agreed by the Selection 

Committee.  

 


